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Hello and welcome to 12th Gateshead Scouts

We are really pleased to welcome you to our group, and we have created this welcome
pack to give you further information on what you can expect from us now your child has
joined Scouting. You can also find us at www.12thgatesheadscouts.org, or follow us on our
private Facebook group, Twitter (@12th_scouts) or on Instagram (12thgateshead)

There are 4 sections within the Group, and they meet at the following times on a friday
night

● Beavers (ages 6-8) 6:00-7:00 pm
● Cubs (ages 8 - 10.5) 6:00- 7:15 pm
● Scouts (ages 10.5 - 14) 7:30 - 9:15 pm
● Explorers (ages 14 and up) 7:30 - 9:15 pm

Scouts is so much more than just our group in Whickham. We have national oversight from
Scouts UK, who are based at Gilwell Park in London. From there, we are divided into
Regions, Counties and then Districts. We sit within Gateshead District, which is part of
Durham County, and then North East England.

Each level of Scouting has a commissioner with overall responsibility for their area. Our
current District Commissioner in Gateshead is Andrea McGuigan, and the County
Commissioner for Durham is Ian Hill.
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Gateshead District Headquarters are at Victoria Road, NE8 2SZ and the County
Headquarters are at Moor House Adventure Centre, DH4 6QY.

We often take part in activities with other groups in the District and County such as camps
or fun days, and these are often held at Victoria Road, Moor House or Whickham Thorns.

In this pack, we have included information relating to all aspects of 12th Gateshead, along
with various consent forms and requests for information. We comply fully with all GDPR
regulations, and have to undertake regular training to ensure we are kept up to date with
any changes or amendments.

If you have any questions regarding anything at all, please do not hesitate to get in touch
with any of the leaders. We are always more than happy to answer any questions you or
your child may have.

Leaders

We have a great team who work across all sections, but in order for us to comply with
National Scout regulations, we have named leaders for each section. We are

Beavers

Susan Reece - Beaver Scout Leader (BSL)

Calum Abbott - Assistant Beaver Scout Leader (ABSL)

Cubs

Lewis Hunter - CSL

Jack Coleman - ACSL

Janice Scott - ACSL

Scouts

Matthew Corder - SL

Luke Abbott - ASL

Our Group Scout Leader in overall charge is Alan Scott. Susan Reece is Assistant GSL, as
well as Explorer Scout Leader.
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We have all undertaken training in Safeguarding and Safety, First Aid and GDPR. These are
the basic mandated courses from Scouts Nationally and have to be refreshed every 3 years.
On top of this, we also undertake further training in specific topics such as how to run a
section, how to deal with finances, and how to run camps and other activities. All camps
need to have at least one leader present who holds a current camping permit.

Moving between sections

Once your child reaches the maximum age for their section, they will automatically move
up.

This will happen at the start of the half term following their birthday (for example, if a
Beaver turns 6 in November, they will move to Cubs when we return after the Christmas
holidays) This enables us to keep an eye on section numbers and make sure we can offer
any spaces to those on the waiting list. We always guarantee your child a place in the next
section up and they get priority over anyone who is coming in as a new Cub, Scout or
Explorer.

Monthly Subscriptions

As a group, we have various financial responsibilities that we have to meet. In order to
cover these, we charge a monthly subscription, which currently stands at £20. The money
covers the following, although the list is not exhaustive.

● Rent to the Church for weekly hall hire
● Annual Membership fee to National, County and District HQ's. This covers Insurance

for all Scouting activities
● Equipment for the weekly activities we run on a meeting night
● Neckers and badges

We ask that this be paid by standing order, as this is more secure than accepting cash on a
meeting night.

The group bank details are

12th Gateshead Scouts

Account Number 00035743

Sort code 30-19-54
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Any events such as camps or activity days will often incur extra costs. These will be
communicated to you on an event-by-event basis.

We don’t want anyone to feel finances are a barrier to joining Scouts. If you want to discuss
anything regarding the monthly subs, or the cost of a camp or even buying uniform, please
contact either Alan or Susan. Anything you say will be held in complete confidence, and we
will do our best to come up with a plan that works for everyone.

Waiting List

Demand for Scouting is at an all-time high. Sadly, we have to have limits on the number of
young people in each section, which means we cannot always offer a place to everyone
who wants one!

We keep a waiting list and review this regularly as spaces become available. If you know
anyone who would like to have their child added to the list, please ask them to email

info@12thgatesheadscouts.org with the child’s name and date of birth, and the parents
name,

address and contact email / mobile number. Alternatively, this information can be passed to
any of the leaders on a meeting night.

Uniforms and Badges

Scouts is a uniformed organisation. You can buy official uniform from
https://shop.scouts.org.uk/ or in person from the District Shop at Whickham Thorns, which is
open every Saturday between 10 and 12pm.

We provide the neckers and badges. For each section, uniform is as follows

Beavers

Turquoise sweatshirt

Turquoise polo shirt (optional)

Cubs

Green sweatshirt
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Green polo shirt (optional)

Scouts

Green Shirt

Explorers

Khaki Shirt

For all sections, the bottom half of the uniform is different if it is a normal pack night, or an
official parade such as Remembrance Day or St Georges Day Parade. On a normal pack
night it is;

Scout trousers / walking trousers (e.g. Craghoppers) / tracksuit bottoms / plain leggings or
plain shorts (No blue jeans please)

Trainers

Scouts and Explorers should wear t-shirts underneath uniform shirts, as these will be
removed for games.

For official events, we ask for

Scout trousers or School trousers / skirts

Black shoes

Black socks / tights.

For badge placement, visit
https://cms.scouts.org.uk/media/15131/4-scouts_uniform-diagrams_sept2021_portrait.png

While some of the badges a Beaver, Cub or Scout gains are unique to the younger section,
the following badges should be moved onto their new Uniform when a young person is
invested into the new section.

The Membership Badge. The Membership badge is given to you when you make your first
promise. When you say your promise in a new section, you should move the membership
badge across to your new uniform.
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Staged Badges. Staged activity badges are not section specific and can transfer to your
new uniform. Each stage has a number on the badge, only the highest should be worn on
the uniform. E.g. if you have nights away stage 1 but then go on another camp you should
remove stage 1 and replace it with 2. Removed staged badges can go on a camp blanket if
you have one.

Joining in badges. These are badges that are awarded for each year that you are in
Scouting. The badge on the uniform should be the highest number, any lower numbers can
be sewn onto a camp blanket.

District, County badge and group name tape. The district, county and group name tape
badges on your right arm should transfer to your new uniform.

Top Awards Bronze, Silver and Gold Chief Scout Awards. These are huge achievements
and should be worn with pride. The highest you have is the one that should be worn. If you
earn the bronze award in beavers you can wear it in cubs until you earn the silver award, at
which time it should come off and can be sewn onto a camp blanket.

Badges that should NOT be moved to your next section

Activity Badges - Activity badges are section specific and should not be moved up Yellow
with blue border are beavers, red with yellow border are cubs, blue with red border are
scouts. Any you earn before moving up can go on your camp blanket after you have moved
up.

Challenge Awards. Challenge Award badges are section specific and should not be moved
up Red with Blue border are beavers, Blue with yellow border are cubs, navy blue with red
border are scouts. Any you earn before moving up can go on a camp blanket.

Occasional Badges. These are given out for special events, or to commemorate certain
camps.

They can be worn on the uniform for up to a year after issue, then should be removed and
sewn on a camp blanket.

Helpful websites

https://www.scouts.org.uk/

https://www.durhamscouts.org.uk/
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https://gatesheadscouts.org.uk/

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1356451194500800

We are always on the lookout for an extra pair of hands to help us with running our
sections. Becoming a leader is a big commitment that we know is not possible for everyone,
but we are always grateful for any kind of help and support that can be offered.

We also know that our parents and families are often a rich resource of skills and
knowledge, and we would like to know if there is any way in which you think you are able
to help us!

From being available to come and help us set up camp before the Young People arrive,
transport equipment or come and run a session on how to do some basic DIY, there are so
many ways you can help. We genuinely love having parents and wider families involved.

Please let us know if you think you have anything you can offer. We as a leadership team
are always more than happy to discuss ways of helping those who want to be involved.

Finally, if you have any questions at all, about anything to do with Scouts and your child’s
time in 12th Gateshead, please just get in touch. Our contact details are included in this
pack, and every leader is happy to take the time to have a chat and answer anything you
need to know.

Yours in Scouting,

12th Gateshead Leaders
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